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ndi a has noved rapi dl y frombei ng an i nporter of food grai ns to becomng an
exporter. Today, it isthesecondlargest rice producer after China, wthashare of
20%o0f worldin production, andis ranked tenth anongst the worl d s wheat
govers. GrrentlyIndiaisoneaof thelargest producers of cerealsandgrains, wththe
| ong grai ned Basnati riceleadingtherest.

My or Products : Hour, Bscuits, and other bakeditens, Sarch, Gucose, Qrnflakes,
Ml ted Foods, Vermicel I'i, Pasta Foods, Beer and Mil ted extracts, Gai n based A cohal .

I ndi a produced about 200 ml I'iontonnes of different food grains every year. Al naj or
grans—paddy, Weat, nai ze, barley, mlletslikejonar (great mllet), bgra(pearl nllet)
&rag (finger mllet) areproducedinthe country. Thecountryisself sufficient ingrain
production. Gainprocessingis the bi ggest conponent inthe food sector, sharing over
40%0f thetotal val ue. The basi c feature of the sector i s the predomnance of prinary
processi ng sect or sharing of 96%of thetotal val ue wth secondary andtertiary sectors
contributing about 4%of thetotal val ue addition.

Gains can energe as a naj or forei gn exchange earner for I ndiainthe comng years.
India s foodgrai ns productionis nowat around 225-230 ml |iontonnes. These i ncl ude
rice, jawar, bajra, naize, wieat, gramand pul ses. | ndi an basnati rice enj oys conmand
over theinternational narket. Besi des grow ng Mdd e East narket for basnati rice,
nany ot her countries are shownginterest for thisfoodgrain. 1n1998-99, export of
basnat i and non-basnati rice stoodat 62000 mllion. Thereisataota ricenllingcapacity
of 186 mlliontonnesinthe country.
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Branded rice is becoming
popular in the country and
significant corporate
presence is there in the
domestic as well as export
markets.

Resat Sauws

Prinmary mlling of rice, wheat and pul ses i s t he nost
inportant activityinfoodgrains. Thereare over 91,000ri ce
hul | ers and 2,60,000 snal | flour mlls engagedin prinary
mlling. Mreover, there are about 43, 000 noder ni sed ri ce
m | |s/hul | er-cumshel | ers and the quantity of rice bran
processed for branai |l extractionstoodat 3.4 nlliontonnes
i n 1999- 2000.

Around 820 large flour mllsinthe country convert about
10.5mlliontonnes of wheat intowheat products. Asothere
are 10,000 pul se mlls mlling about 75%of pul se

productionof 14 mlliontonnesinthe country.

Branded ri ce i s becom ng popul ar i nthe country and
significant corporate presenceisthereinthe donestic as
wel | as export narkets. Sone quantity of wheat and wheat
pr oduct s have al so been export ed.

N nety Four forei gninvest nent and 100%EQJ pr oposal s
have been approvedinthericemlling sector, wthatota
i nvest nent of about Rs. 949 crores (L5$235 mllion). B ght
pul se mllingunits as 100%EQJ have al so been appr oved.

Yield of Food Gains —Indiaandthe Vérld
(Inkg/ha)

OWorld Average Y
OYield in India

Cereals Pulses
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My or Mirkets

Basnati Rce: Saudi Arabia, UBA Kuwait, WK UAE

Non—Basnati Rce: Russia, Saud Arabia, i Lanka,
Sout h Africa, Bangl adesh

Wieat : Yenen Arab Republic, Netherlands, UAE
Tur key, Korea

Qher Gereal s : Mi aysia, UAE Bangl adesh, WBA WK
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