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Respected Sir/Madam,

On 30th June 2021, I sought information under the RTI Act 2005 (Ref DOSIR/R
/E/21/00032). I requested DSIR to provide me with all the documents submitted
by an NGO (Sardar Patel Renewable Energy Research Institute SPRERI,
https://www.spreri.org/) to DSIR. In turn, DSIR asked permission from the
NGOs Director to disclose the required information (See the attached file). In his
response, NGOs director stated that the information is highly confidential (See
the attached file). However, the reason for confidentiality is not mentioned.
Nevertheless, the said NGOs director has clearly stated that DSIR may share the
information if needed.

SPRERI is an NGO registered as a trust. It is getting pubic funds for its
functioning (See the attachment: information obtained from NGO darpan portal,
ngodarpan.gov.in). Since, SPRERI is using public funds it should disclose all the
information to the public for transparency purpose. As a citizen of India, it is
important to know how NGOs are functioning and are utilizing public funds. In
this context, I humbly request you to provide me with all the documents related
to the Sardar Patel Renewable Energy Research Institute (SPRERI) that are
under the possession of DSIR.

Sincerely,
Dr Sanjib Kumar Karmee

Print || Save || Close
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Reference your request for obtaining information under RTI Act 2005 received online on 30 June 2021, the help was sought from
Dr Prabhat Kumar Dutta, Scientist F and Head (SIRO), DSIR under Section 5 (4) of the RTI Act 2005 and the desired
information/ reply as received from Shri Vinay Kumar, Scientist F, DSIR is attached.
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In case, you want to go for an appeal in connection with the information provided and as per Section 19 (1) of the RTI Act 2005,
you may send your first appeal within thirty days to Smt Kamini Mishra, Scientist F and First Appellate Authority, Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research, Room Number 20, S & T Block III, Technology Bhawan, New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi
110016 [Phone. 011 26529753, 26590455 Fax 011 26960629 eMail. ksm@nic.in] or file on RTI Online Portal,
https://rtionline.gov.in.

ggdre / Thanking you,
qaE™ / Yours faithfully,
Digitally signed by VIMAL KUMAR VARUN
VI M A L KU M A R DN: c=IN, o=DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL
RESEARCH (MOST),
2.5.4.20=cb87cb72294835a07a7634e68f9bde21fd88b331008
2d03c2a1748254bf884e9, ou=DSIR,CID - 6716717,
VA R U N postalCode=110016, st=Delhi, cn=VIMAL KUMAR VARUN
Date: 2021.08.05 12:15:57 +05'30"
oM@ FAR &0 / Vimal Kumar Varun
@4 @ Ga SAHRT / Central Public Information Officer
®/Phone. 011 26516078 26590416 ®edi/Fax. 011 011 26516078
Fic/eMail. vkv@nic.in 358152/ Website. http: //mww.dsir.gov.in
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research
Technology Bhavan
New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi - 110 016

DSIR/SIRO/RTI/3/2021 Dated 04/08/2021

Office Memorandum

Subject : Application under RTI Act 2005 by Shri Sanjib Kumar Karmee,
Subarnapur (RTI-MIS Registration No. DOSIR/R/E/20/00032 dated 30 June 2021).

1. This has reference and DSIR Office Memorandum No. H-12019/01/2005-
Admn/21-00032E, dated 2 July 2021 on the subject cited above. In this regard, the
information/reply related to SIRO as sought in the RTI application is as below.

RTI Question . Response
1. Is the Department of Scientific | Yes, SPRERI | recognized as Scientific & Industrial
and Industrial Research  (DSIR), | Research Organizations (SIRO) by DSIR. Their current

recognize Sardar Patel Renewable
Energy Research Institute SPRERI
www.spreri.org as a research institute?
2. Has the DSIR given permission
to SPRERI to hire scientists and to build
laboratories (chemical and biological) for
conducting PhD, Postdoctorate,
Industrial level research ?

SIRO validity is till 31.03.2022.

DSIR recognizes organizations/ institutions/ foundation/
societies/ trusts etc. engaged in R&D as SIROs subject to
the condition that they are having broad based governing
board, research advisory committee, research programmes,
infrastructural facilities including research staff etc. for
promoting and undertaking research activities. DSIR has no
role to play in their administrative functions including
recruitment or approvals for educational or other activities.

SPRERI under the provision of Section 11(1) / Seciion 11(2)

3. Kindly provided all the

documents related to the Sardar Patel
Renewable Energy Research Institute
(SPRERI) that are with the DSIR. | am
attaching a copy of SPRERIs webpage
for your perusal.

of the RTI Act has denied the disclosure of its renewal
documents to third party.

Copy of DSIR recognition letter enclosed.

Copy of DSIR communication and SPRERI Letter enclosed.

2. This has the approval of Head (IRDPP).

To,

CPIO, DSIR

Viray Kumar)
Scientist ‘F’
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New Delhi - 110015

1O G

F.No.11/65/1988-TU-V Date: 15" April, 2019

The Director

Sardar Patel Renewable Energy Research Institute
P.B. No. 2,

Vallabh Vidyanagar - 388 120

Gujarat

Subject: Renewal of Recognition of Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisations (SIROs).

Dear Sir,

This has reference to your application for renewal of recognition of Sardar Patel
Renewable Energy Research Institute, Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat as a Scientific and
Industrial Research Organisation (SIRO) by the Department of Scientific and Industrial
Research under the Scheme on Recognition of Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisations (SIRQOs), 1988.

2. This is to inform you that it has been decided to accord renewal of recognition
to Sardar Patel Renewable Energy Research Institute, Vallabh Vidyanagar,
Gujarat from 01.04.2019 upto 31.03.2022. The recognition is subject to terms and
conditions mentioned overleaf.

3. Receipt of this letter may kindly be acknowledged.

Yours faithfully,

(Dr. S.K. Deshpande)
Scientist - ‘G’

e ok e spdum Rwm



10.

11

TERMS AND CONDITONS FOR RECOGNITION OF
SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS (SIROs)

The organizations should acknowledge receipt of the recognition letter by stating that they will abide by
the terms and conditions of recognition.

The recognition will entitle the SIRO to receive such administrative support from the DSIR, Ministry of
Science & Technology as may be required on issue to promote or encourage scientific research
activities.

SIROs recognized by DSIR are also deemed to be registered. A separate certificate of registration** is
issued along with the recognition letter. . The recognition would be valid for the period specified in the
recognition letter and application for renewal of recognition shall be submitted in the prescribed proforma
at least 3 months before the expiry of the valid recognition. Failure to submit application in time may lead
to automatic lapsing of the recognition& registration.

**However, the certificate of registration is not issued to SIROs engaged in activities falling within the
definition of ‘hospital’ as per notification No. 51/96-Cus. Dt. 23.07.1996 issued by the Department of
Revenue.

The recognition of DSIR does not amount to approval u/s 35(1)(ii)/(iii) of Income Tax Act, 1961.

The registration will entitle the SIROs to avail of custom duty exemption on purchase of equipment,
instruments, spares thereof, consumables, etc. used for research and development subject to relevant
Government policies in force from time to time. Custom duty exemption has to be separately dealt with
the customs authorities. The SIROs should abide by the terms & conditions of the customs notifications
issued/amended from time to time.

Separate books of accounts shall be maintained by the SIRO for research & development activities and
the R&D expenditure, both capital and recurring should be reflected the Annual Report and Statement
of Accounts of the Organization in separate schedules.

Disposal/sale of equipment and products/prototypes/intermediates, if any, emanating from the R&D/pilot
plant, should be intimated to DSIR immediately. The realization, if any, from above or any services
rendered etc. shall be shown in the R&D accounts of the organization as income of the SIRO in the
audited accounts as well as annual report and should be used or reinvested for research activities only.
in case of disposal/sale of R&D equipment, clearance from custom authorities will also be required in
view of the applicable notifications under which the equipment was imported/purchased in India.

Accelerated depreciation allowance as per Rule 5(2) of Income Tax Rules 1962 will be available on
investments on plant & machinery by any industrial unit which has made these investments for the
purpose of commercialization of technology/know-how acquired from a SIRO recognition by DSIR.

Brief summary of the achievements of the organization shall be submitted to the DSIR every year. This
should include details related to papers published, patents obtained and process developed, new
products introduced, awards & prizes received, copy of Annual Report and Statement of Accounts of
the organization etc. List of equipment, instruments, parts and consumables imported/purchased using
the duty exemption should also be submitted to DSIR along with the Annual Report.

Any violation of the terms & conditions mentioned-above and / or provisions of taxation in force will
make the organization liable to de-recognition.

. The organization will also conform to such other conditions for recognition stipulated in the Guidelines

or as may be specifically provided in the recognition letter.

LES S22



Email VINAY KUMAR

Re: Notice under Section 11 of Right to Information Act, 2005.- Sardar Patel
Renewable Energy Research Institute (SPRERI), Vallabh Vidya Nagar - 388120,
Gujarat

From : director@spreri.org Wed, Aug 04, 2021 01:26 PM

Subject : Re: Notice under Section 11 of Right to Information Act, #2 attachments
2005.- Sardar Patel Renewable Energy Research
Institute (SPRERI), Vallabh Vidya Nagar - 388120,
Gujarat

To : VINAY KUMAR <vinaykumar@nic.in>

Cc : info@spreri.org, Dr. Prabhat Kumar Dutta
<pkdutta@nic.in>

**The authenticity of this message cannot be vouched for. It may be spoofed. Please treat
hyperlinks and attachments in this email with caution**

Dear Dr. Kumar,
Greetings from SPRERI.

As requested, please find enclosed the response letter from SPRERI. The letter
enclosed is also sent to your address through registered post for your records.

Should you require any further clarifications, please feel free to contact us. We
will be more than happy to furnish the details if needed by DSIR. Kindly
acknowledge the receipt of the mail.

Best Regards,

Dr. Gaurav Mishra
Director

Sardar Patel Renewable Energy Research Institute (SPRERI)
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat 388120, India

Office Phone: +91-2692231332; Fax: +91-2692237982

Mobile: +91-81609-88944, +91-99100-96664

On Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 6:47 PM VINAY KUMAR <vinaykumar@nic.in> wrote:

To,

The Head,
Sardar Patel Renewable Energy Research Institute (SPRERI)
Post Box No. 2, Vallabh Vidya Nagar - 388120, Gujarat



Kind Attension: Dr Velmurugan, Principal Scientist, Sardar Patel Renewable Energy
Research Institute, Vallabh Vidyanagar - 388 120, Gujarat, +91-9601854495

Subject: Notice under Section 11 of Right to Information Act, 2005.
Dear Sir,

Department has received a RTI vide which applicant has requested to provide the copy of
the documents - SIRO renewal application -submitted by SPRERI
under SIRO Scheme.

2. Since the information sought by the applicant related to your organisation, a notice is
given under Section 11(1) read with Section 11(2) of the RTI Act to make a written
submission within ten days from the date of receipt of this notice, as to whether the
documents sought by the applicant may be disclosed or not alongwith the reasons for the
same. Kindly send the email reply with scanned copy of the SPRERI letter and the text on
email aswell.

with regards

ICGE $AR / Vinay Kumar
dsnfas ‘'th ’ / Scientist 'F’ & Member Secretary,

defas aur Jiteafa srqauTe f3smT / Department of Scientific and Industrial
Research

faarer va wigAfarehr Famer, $a ¥R / Ministry of Science and Technology, Govt.
of India

SFATATSY 87aeT, A€ Agdell Vs / Technology Bhawan, New Mehrauli Road

€ faeell — 220026 / New Delhi — 110016

Tel.: 011- 26529742/26590496, 9868287814 Telefax: 011-26529742 Fax: 011-
26960629,
Email: vinaykumar@nic.in

== Response Letter to DSIR.pdf
744 KB

== Certificate of registration_SIRO.pdf
2 MB



Ph (q2592). 235011 Fax ; (02692) 237982
E-mail : info@spreri.org Website : www.spreri.org

SARDAR PATEL RENEWABLE ENERGY RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Post Box No. 2, Near B. V. M. Engineering College,
VALLABH VIDYANAGAR - 388 120, GUJARAT, INDIA

AIGR USH GoT: NTCT IS SI[HaTel HeuTst

Q). &@1. . 2, dt.d.on. Moo Fdw g
SPRERI '
STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE geery fAEmeR - 3¢c¢ 920, IERE, HRA
Ref No. ' SPRERI/  DIR/2021/ 203 ' S 4.8.2021
DR. GAURAV MISHRA
DIRECTOR

Dr. Vinay Kumar

Scientist ‘F” & Member Secretary

Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR)
Ministry of Science and Technology, Govt. of India
Technology Bhawan, New Mehrauli Road

New Delhi — 110016

Subject: Notice under Section 11 of Right to Information Act, 2005.

Dear Dr. Kumar, -

This is with reference to your mail dated 2" August, 2021 regarding the RTI received by the
Department in which the applicant has requested to provide the copy of the documents -SIRO
renewal application -submitted by SPRERI under SIRO Scheme.

It is to bring to your notice that SPRERI has got their DSIR certificate renewed (document
attached) for the term 2019-2022 based on the renewal application submitted on 12" March
2019. The information sought by the applicant related to SPRERI and the renewal application
submitted to Department of Scientific & Industrial Research (DSIR). Ministry of Science and
Technology primarily contains information related to the various projects earned from different
funding agencies, the financial and funding details of the organization, audited statement of
accounts, details of the Trust, and details of registration under I'T Act section for the years 2015-
16,2016-17 & 2017-18.

We have already shared these details under our renewal application with DSIR. This information
sought by the applicant is highly confidential and belongs to the Institute and cannot be shared
with any third party. So, we request you to kindly treat these details with confidentiality.
Whereas, DSIR may decide on sharing the copy of the renewed certificate with the RTI
applicant, if needed.

Should you have any further queries. please feel free to write back to us. We will be more than
happy to furnish the details to DSIR.

Kindly acknowledge the receipt.
With regards, Yours sincerely,

(Gaurav Mishra%



Unique Id of VO/NGO

Sardar Patel Renewable Energy Research Institute

Registration Delails

Registered With
Type of NGO

Registration No

Copy of Registration Certificate

Copy of Pan Card
Act name

City of Registration
State of Registration

Date of Registration

Members

Name

Amrita Patel
Gaurav Mishra
Prashant Amin

Patel Shantibhai
Gokalbhai

Datta Madamwar
Anita Zula

Sydney V Lobo
Kanchan Kumar Singh

Deepak Parmanand
Joshi

Bhimsen Shivdayal
Pathak

Sector/ Key Issues

Designation
Chairman
Secretary
Board Member

Board Member

Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Board Member

Board Member

GJ/2009/0018397

Charity Commissioner
Trust (Non-Government)
F-241-ANAND

Available

Available

Bombay Public Trust Act 1950

Anand

GUJARAT

13-08-2001

Pan Aadhaar
Available Available
Available Available
Available Available
Available Available
Available Available
Available Available
Available Available
Available Available
Available Available
Available Available



Key Issues  Agriculture,Biotechnology,Environment & Forests,Food Processing,New & Renewable
Energy,Scientific & Industrial Research,Vocational Training,Women's Development &
Empowerment,Agriculture,Biotechnology,Environment & Forests,Food Processing,New &
Renewable Energy,Scientific & Industrial Research,Vocational Training, Women's
Development & Empowerment

Operational GUJARAT
Area-
States

Operational GUJARAT->Ahmadabad, Anand, Banas Kantha, Bharuch, Dohad , Gandhinagar, Kheda,

Area- Mahesana, Sabar Kantha, Arvalli, Bhavnagar, Chhotaudepur, Junagadh, Mahisagar, Navsari,

District Panch Mahals, Patan, Surat, Surendranagar, Tapi, Vadodara, Valsad, Arvalli, Bharuch,
Bhavnagar, Chhotaudepur, Dohad , Gandhinagar, Junagadh, Kheda, Mahesana, Mahisagar,
Navsari, Panch Mahals, Patan, Rajkot, Sabar Kantha, Surat, Surendranagar, Tapi, Vadodara,

Valsad
FCRA details
FCRA Available FCRA Registration no.
Not Available Not Available

Details of Achievements

Research and development of renewable energy solar biomass conversion technologies Training and
awareness creation Regional Test Centre for testing solar thermal devices Technologies developed solar
dryers and refrigerators biomethanation of liquid and solid wastes biomass gasifiers and improved cook
stoves R E intervention in tribal villages

Source of Funds

Department Name Source Finacial Year Amount Purpose
Sanctioned

Department of State 2013-2014 6000000 The funds have

Energy and been utilized in

Petrochemicals SPRERIs Research

Government of and Development

Gujarat programme and to

improve Biomass
stove, testing of
instruments,
awarness
programme of
Renewable Energy

utilization
Department of State 2014-2015 6000000 The funds have
Energy and been utilized in
Petrochemicals SPRERIs Research
Government of and Development
Gujarat activities and

promotion of
Renewable Energy
technologies



Department of
Energy and
Petrochemicals
Government of
Gujarat

Department of
Energy and
Petrochemicals
Government of
Gujarat

Department of
Energy and
Petrochemicals
Government of
Gujarat

Indian Council of
Agricultural
Research
Government of
India

Indian Council of
Agricultural
Research
Government of
India

Department of
Biotechnology
Government of
India

State

State

State

Central

Central

Central

2015-2016

2016-2017

2017-2018

2017-2018

2017-2018

2017-2018

10000000

10000000

10000000

2250000

12250000

11475200

The funds have
been utilized in
SPRERIs Research
and Development
activities and
promotion of
Renewable Energy
technologies

The funds have
been utilized in
SPRERIs Research
and Development
activities and
promotion of
Renewable Energy
technologies

The funds have
been utilized in
SPRERIs Research
and development
activities and
promotion of
renewable energy
technologies

The funds have
been used for
Research and
development
activities, mainly
producing
renewable energy
from agriculture.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly for
the production of
renewable energy
in agriculture and
agro based
industries.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly for
cellulase
production,
sachharification,
fermentation to
produce
bioethanol to use
as transport fuel.



Gujarat State
Biotechnology
Mission
Government of
Gujarat

Ministry of New
and Renewable
Energy
Government of
India

Department of
Science and
Technology
Government of
India

Department of
Biotechnology
Government of
India

Department of
Biotechnology
Government of
India

State

Central

Central

Central

Central

2017-2018

2017-2018

2017-2018

2017-2018

2017-2018

1041654

2052000

1045600

1924711

3457008

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
produce liquid and
gaseous biofuel
from pretreated
lignocellulosic
biomass like rice
straw wheat straw
corn cob
sugarcane
bagasse.

This fund has
been utilized for
operating the
regional test
centre for solar
thermal devices.

This funds has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
improve the
efficiency of
Scheffler dish
solar
concentrating
technology.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
use green solvents
for pretreatment
of lignocellulosic
biomass.

This funds has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
develop pilot scale
cultivation and
harvesting
systems of
oleaginous
microalgae from
west coast of
India for biodiesel
production.



Gujarat Council on
Science and
Technology
Government of
Gujarat

Department of
Science and
Technology
Government of
India

Ministry of New
and Renewable
Energy
Government of
India

Department of
Science and
Technology
Government of
India

Indian Council of
Agricultural
Research
Government of
India

Indian Council of
Agricultural
Research
Government of
India

State

Central

Central

Central

Central

Central

2016-2017

2016-2017

2016-2017

2016-2017

2016-2017

2016-2017

210621

4361000

2052000

1838770

3775000

10957500

This funds has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
treat industrial
wastewater like
dairy industries by
using microalgae.

This fund has
been utilized to
implement the
renewable energy
technologies for
rural development.

This fund has
been utilized to
operate the
regional test
centre for solar
thermal devices.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
improve the
efficiency of
scheffler dish solar
concentrating
technology.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
produce
renewable energy
from agriculture.

This funds has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly for
production of
renewable energy
in agriculture and
agro based
industries.



Department of
Biotechnology
Government of
India

Gujarat State
Biotechnology
Mission
Government of
Gujarat

Ministry of New
and Renewable
Energy
Government of
India

Indian Council of
Agricultural
Research
Government of
India

Ministry of New
and Renewable
Energy
Government of
India

Department of
Science and
Technology
Government of
India

Central

State

Central

Central

Central

Central

2016-2017

2016-2017

2015-2016

2015-2016

2015-2016

2015-2016

5540000

1035080

3665847

10800000

1822000

1234100

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly for
the pretreatment
of lignocellulosic
biomass using
green solvents.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
produce liquid and
gaseous biofuel
from pretreated
lignocellulosic
biomass.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
treat aquatic feeds
like water hyacinth
for production of
biogas.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly for
production of
renewable energy
in agriculture and
agro based
industries.

This fund has
been utilized for
operating the
regional test
centre for solar
thermal devices.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose for
improving the
efficiency of
Scheffler dish
solar
concentrating
technology.



Indian Council of Central
Agricultural

Research

Government of

India

Gujarat Council on  State
Science and

Technology

Government of

Gujarat

Gujarat Council on  State
Science and

Technology

Government of

Gujarat

Indian Council of Central
Agricultural

Research

Government of

India

Ministry of New Central
and Renewable

Energy

Government of

India

Department of Central
Science and

Technology

Government of

India

2015-2016

2015-2016

2014-2015

2014-2015

2014-2015

2014-2015

3425000

147658

400000

11290300

1822000

5158800

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly for
the production of
renewable energy
from agriculture.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
treat dairy
wastewater by
microalgae.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
treat dairy
wastewater by
microalgae.

This fund has
been utilized for
research and
development
purpose mainly to
produce
renewable energy
in agriculture and
agro based
industries.

This fund has
been utilized for
operating regional
test centre for
testing solar
thermal devices.

This fund has
been utilized for
improving the
efficiency of
Scheffler dish
solar
concentrating
technology.



Ministry of New Central 2014-2015 4472200 This fund has

and Renewable

Energy

Government of

been utilized for
research and
development

India purpose mainly for
treating water
hyacinth for
production of
biogas.

Contact Details

Address Post Box No.2, Near BVM Engineering College, Vallabh Vidyanagar388120 Gujarat

City Anand

State GUJARAT

Telephone 02692-231332

Mobile No 9825326557

Website Url  http://www.spreri.org (http://www.spreri.org)

E-mail info(at)spreri[dot]org
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